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ET PREACHED .. ſh: 
At Mr. Fomfret's Meeting-Houſt in: Grav nl 
.* Jane near" Honnds-ditch, London - At the; . - 


. Morning: Oe; a July 2:2. "94, "$9 
Judas. Then ment. Sarhſor down, ang”; 
dad bis Moller: \to_Twunnath ; and. came " "It 
ath;;.and Behold; a young Kion roared 
> > WHEREIN 15: 9#EWED, Fi "ok 
7% particulars, How clearly; Saniſon dol 
© v1z-. (1.) In his Conception, | 
and;/Manter of Life. (3.3; 
Matiner ff Warfare. OE F1 
And: A EEO _ » 
"reſpect unto Samſons Marria 54 a0 
| like as'$4mſor went dow. to'Thmuvr y.of 
...+ take a Wite : So Jeſas. Chriſt came Prank, Rk, 
ph World, to Redeent an& Ef) *Uocinggmeite 
s Samſon Javed and married 04D pot :mciſec 3 Wo 
{that. belonged to the wn /nag 
Chriſt Loved his Ctrarch when 
| Pluted i in- her Blg 1 when ij 
&. the Fallen Nature, TI rex 
» did overeomd'the' ">, 
Miſt doth overcameand te deſtroy oy 
"vo oppeſeth bin.” EE" 


To te READER. | 


Chriſtian Reader, | Phe, Batu 24 
T hath been, and ts, to all the truly Godly, in this preſcnt At, an 0c< 
caſiow of g1 eat Trouble and Sorrow of Heart, to ſee the World ſoex- 
ceedingly declining the Ways of God, and reducing it ſelf mto ſuch 
an hetght of C 4 farM tothe Will and Ways of the Devil, in this: 
Generation ;, even ſuperabounding with all manner of Sin, and abominable 
Wickedneſs, and that in ſuch meaſures (to ſpeak, no further ) as former Azes 
have been abſolute ſtrangers to; And indeed, to ſee this:in France, Spain: 
and Italy, where it 15-ro be feared they very much content themſiluzs with 
the very Name of Chriſtians, being with reſpett to. Faith and Worſlnp,, 
. even drowned in Idolatry and Superſtition, is a great pity, but not ſo.much 
to be admired: But now to ſee this Notorious wickedneſs, and theſe un-. 
heard of ſins, So much tn Credit and Praftice in England, 1 ſay in Eng- 
land, a Nation ſo much admired and cryed up for Learning, Picty and-- 
Goſpel Light ;, truly this is not only much to be pitted, but alſo very much 
to be admired. And again, were but this Sin and Wickedneſs Thus mn 
Credit and Pratlce among the Carnal and Irreligious ones, Who either 
Fefe/s nothing at all, or elſe content themſelves with ner formal Worſhip,,. 
in the mean while Denying the Life and Power of (rug Godlineſs ; then it 
would not ſeem half F4 ſtrange neither : But now, that this Sin and Wic- 
kednieſs is as much, if not in ſome reſpetts more, in Credit with, and in 
Praftice amongſt, them, that . of. late years have burn the Rod of Perſe- 
cution for Conſcience-ſake : Who hage not only Diſſemed from what they 
perceived in others to be too ſuper tt20us, but have ſeparated from the 
Ways of the Vulgar, and hde.yoy 


04% poghemſelue: to the Lord, and to one- 
another, in the ſtricteſt STREEs 'y an: Zeal, Now I ſay,. that this Sin 


and Wickellneſs ſhould ſo eaſily. ger-ationgſt, and be ſo. readily emertained. 


by theſe, yea by Theſe; O this 35 pot only an occaſion of pity, but of Great 
Admiration and Aſtoniſhment to and amongſt all truly fearing God at this: 
day. But if any ſay, What ſin is there amongſt fach ? I anſwer, What 
ſin is there amongſt ſuch ? Nay, thou mayſt rather ſay, What ſin. is there 
not amonoſt ſuch? Tet 1 do not mean ſins manitefth Groſs and notori-- 


ouſly wicked ; ſuch as 1s Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Swearing, and appa- * 


rently looſe Living: No, but I mean this Abominable Spirit of Pride, 
which certainly was ſcarce ever before at the height to which it is now ar- 
rived, both Externally and Internally, both in City and Countrey :. For 
though it may be within, when it doth not manifeſtly appear ou nods ; yet 
when it ts ſo bighly apparent without, there is black work within for certalne 
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And alſo this exceſſive Covetouſneſs, yea and that with reſpec unto Gofpel- 
matters; of which (I fear 1 may too truely ſpeak it) the: Miniſters are 
highly not to ſay moſt highly) Guilty : For Souls and Congregations are- 
many ſlighred and over-looked, where there is not that Honour, Advantage,- 
Entertainment aud Eſteem which this Ambitious Age calls for, And hence 
it cometh to paſs that the City 1s ready to ſurfeit with Superfluity, while. 
the Countrey is almoſt ſtarved for want of Supply, &c. And tis will if 
- 100 many, who have formerly condemned others, for that, for which they 
were inated highly worthy of blame, do dt now themſelves in this time of 
Liberty fall mro the ſame ſnares with them : Beſides, there is a ſpirit of 
Envy and Evil-will, with the which the Minds of moſt Profeſſors at this 
Day are too bighly influenced ;, which generally ariſes from a deſire, which 
now reigns in the Hearts of moſt to be Great and Lordly ation 
over their Fellow-brethren ; the ſad Effetts whereof many Congreg 
are too highly ſenſible at this day : But when Samſon comes 
Timnath, viz. When Chriſt comes down in more Light, Life 4 | 
by 'the Goſpel, and amonoſt his People, to the overcoming and* 
this Lion, the Devil, the grand Author of all theſe Troubles, 


uu © f! © To the Kea 


the Trumpet of the Goſpel ſound a Retreat, in order to the bifhins back. 
of backſliding Sion to ber firſt Husband : Concerning whiclf( Reader ) 


thou haſt a ſbort Account gbven thee in this enſuing Diſcoirſe ;, which, 
though it ' be unpoliſht, wanting thoſe learned Phraiſes andTerms of art 
fo much in uſe at this day, yet the Simpleneſs and Plainneſs thereof, may 
be Advantageous to ſuch as are of mean Capacities ;, and ſuch as are 
otker wiſe, are deſired to look, over the ſame, 

And further know, that when it was preached, it was not at all de. 
fiened for the Preſs ; No, nothing leſs was in the Authors thoughts : But 
it being pony requeſted before the Congregation went away, for that 
the People then preſent ſeemed to. be very much Aﬀetted therewith ; the 
Author was thereby engaged, together wth ſome other reaſons of the like 
Import, to give way to the ſame, not mnch regarding what in a way of 
Deriſion may be charged upon him for the ſame. 

And 'n1w, Reader, that thou mayſt be Benefted, and the Lord alone 

| + Exalred,*is both the Deſion of this, and Deſire of bim, who remaineth 
+> *"*@ bearty Well-2iſher to alf rhe whole Iſrael of God, 


From my Chamber (for the ' E. f 
c David Croſley. / 


. preſent) in Lawrence-lane, 
*near Cheap-fide, London, 
| - Fay &8. 1691. © Tc , 
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SAMSON a Type of CHRIST. 
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Then went Samſon down, and. his Father; aud bis Mother, 

#« Timnath, and came to the Vinyard Y Tough ard 
behold a Joung Lion roared, 4gonſt bak mT ef: 


+ OVED, A is waa the ſerious Oblervatton 5f all 
"Wnicere Chriſtians, to take'notice, How God in days of 
1, (eſpecially in "the middle Age of the World) Aid lead 

Church and People, by Types and Figures, to the, Knows 
tedge of ſeſus Chriſt, as by him appointed 0 Þe ri the only HAR 
of all that in his Name. throughout | Ages 

SO that few Kings'in,' or Judges Ft I E for. many handred 
years together, *b bir id in 'one thing. or another, leſs or more, 
Typically repreſent Jefg$.Chrilt, in his Perſon, Works, or Offices ; 
as many both then, andFalfo ſince, have to their comfort and bee 


obſerved. ; 
of wh 'our Fer r t is Hineth 


AMONG whont'Sa# Met 
in this reſpett, as a'Star ec fir bs de mn many 
: ey Ds frac 


| things as' clearly ( if tbr. m 
ny particulars. "But | oh only 


| any of them al ; and that in 
his Education.” - 3. To his, Office 


| mention fix. 1. In his Birth. 2% 
and” Government. 4. ln his mariie&of Warfare. . .$:, In. his Mar-, 


we oF 6. In his Death, * A Fd 4 p 
If. IN bis Birth, 1. lo that it was a " My An mn fila 133. 
f > Anſerable to, the Birth” of Chrilt, "Z gs ores it 2. 


in a tirhe of 1/-azls fo great Bondage = 


Zivity, THag.13. 1. F: 
the Birth of Chriſt was in like manger | 


en the Scepter was de 
'B* by "Cartel 
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2 Samſon a'Tyye of Ch:ift, 
parted from Jadah, and all the World came up to. be taxed by 
Angnſtns Cefar, Lake 2.1, 2. 3. In that it was in a time of 7/#aets 
& | Sonora 


Birth of Chriſt, of whom it is ſaid, When he comerh, ſhall be find 
faith on earth ? Luke 8.3. Sec allo Fob. 1. ro. Nee f2 
2Ay+ IN his Edueation; in that he was a Nazarie mito God from 
the Womb, devoted to the Lord from his Birth ; and that not 
xt his Parents Diſcretion, 23 Semnel, 1 Sam. 1; 11. but of the Eord®s 
own Choice, Fudg. 13. 5. 2458 
34ly. IN his Offige and Governnent, 'he was, 1. To be a De- 

liverer to 1/rael, Judg. 13.5. 2. A Judge over [fracl, Judg. 16. 3t. 
to fave and defend them from the Pbilifines, who then [6 grievoully 
oppreſſed and-diſtreſſed ther: accordingly as Chriſt was, appointed 
InP exalted of God to be a Prince and a Saviour in and over his 
Charch,the Government whereof was atid'is up>n his fſeoulders,1h.g.6. 
AQ.5.31.And him it is that is in the midſt of ber,and therefore ſhe ſhall 
pot .be moved, Pal. 45..5- His tabernacle.is in the midſt of ber, wnd we 
will flirely plead her cauſe. For whoſoever roucherh ber, toucheth the 
appte of bis. eye, Zech, 2. 8. | | | 

athly. 1N his manner of Waffare; and indeed this is worth 
the nOUng, and moſt obſcrveable, in that when, Samjon went to 
War with, or to Bittel againſt his Adverſaries;,.as he;often did, he 
never gathered tagether, Armies of Men, nor called in Aſſiſtance 
from_the People, as did others of the Judges and Kings of Ifra:l.. 
Nay, what Judge, Prince, King, or Monarch, did -we ever read or 
hear of,” that” did not fo, excepting him alone ? But as for him (the 
$pirit of the Lord firſt oo, booted = always mom ſorth in 
his own Perſon agal vii egerally without any Weapons but 
War Proj odyrens Ta is hands :. And-yet we dor not. read: 
that ever h Ent forth. Bip Be prevailed ; he -never Engaged, buc 
te always Conquered, ' and' carne off Victorious, ' (except in the 
Matter of Dal#lah, wherein he reſembles not Chriſt, but a Chriſtian,). 
in all things etſe he was, ever ſucceſsful, putting whole Armies to 
flight, and overthrowing the power of the Philiſtizes in ſuch a man- 
ner as gave way to J/racls Reſtoration, both with reſpeCt to their 
Rights and Liberties, - 50 that, hence. note, j. That he finding 1/rae/ 
in ſo great Slavery and Bondage to tg wncircuineiſed Philiſtins, did 
firſt reſtore, ſet free, and redeem them, both with reſpect to their 
Liberties and Lays, in” Per{6ns' and Eltates, making them again a 
free Nation. And then, ..2. "He did Judge, Defend and Preſerve 
7" . them 
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hs. TEE me : 
Sanilon « Type of -Cheitt. 

them in the Liberties'indRights' onto which ht had reſtored them. 
And all thishe did in his 6wn'Perdon; - without having any Aﬀeſtance' 
or Counſel from'his Brethren :''No, all he-got from cheln was by" 
them to be delivered Bound 'into the Phifsftines hands, had not the 
Lord reſcued him, Fundy 15.11, 12, 13. which was but a fad requi- 
tal for the many arid great Kindneſſts he had done them.” 'But he 
takes all patiently from- them, defiting only ' of them, that they: 
would 'not lay hands on him themſelves.” - ' "ns Og OR 
And now who ſees not in all this, how clearly he types forth ſtay 
Chriſt, the Heavenly and Spiritual Judge'of the whole I/#actof God; 
whe taking up the (otherwiſe Loſt) Canſe of fallen Man, it order 
to the bringing about of his Reſtoration and Redemption, firſt 
hambles himſelf, and. becomes like one of his Bretbren, yet 
without fin, having both: Natbres 'in the vnity of this. Perſon; 
in which Perſon he goes forth againſt all the'powers of 'Sin, Death 
and Hell, in the name and behalf of Man loſt in the Fall, and fo 
proclaims open War againſt all Powers and Principalities oppofing 
Man's Salvation. Againſt whom, upon every Engagement, be {till 
gets the victory, and comes off vitorions in git of all Oppoſitions, 
not ceaſing both to proceed and prevail. ri} he hath compleated the 
work of his Peoples Redemption and-Satvaaipn, Atid all this he 
doth not' only in his own Perfon, but alſo in his own Power, as 
the Son of God ; for otherwiſe he acknowledgerh' he could do no- 
thing, Joh. 5. 30. (even as Samſon without his ſeven Locks was weak, 
and bur as anorher man, Jadg. 16. 17.) But Chriſt; as the Son of God, 
trod the Wine-preſs atone, Ha. 63. 3. bore' the Wrath and Curſe 'of 
God, endured the moſt bitter pangs of Death, and moſt intolerable 
torments of Hell, till the Father beheld, and ſaid he was ſatisfied, 
Iſa. 53-11. Mat. 17. 5. and thereby he ſtopped the mouth of de- 
vouring Juſtice, and took away by his Obedience, Paſſive and Ative, 
all Power of Condemnation from the fiery Law, with reſpect to all 
New-Covenant Members ; and ſo he aſcended up on high, and 
led Captivity Captive, depriving Death of its Sting, and the Grave 
of its Victory z thereby fulfilling every Condition in the New- 
Covenant, whereby it is made intirely free of it ſelf,, and the Mem- 
bers thereby are made intirely free alſo in themſelves, as they come 
aCtually by Faith, through true Regeneration, to be invelted therein. 
Here note, that Chriſt finding his People in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and Bond of Iniquity ; dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes ; ſhut up under 
Gates of Bypaſs, and Bars of Iron ; charged with an infinite Debt, and 
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4 Samſon-a Type of Cult: 


for _ that expos4. to eternal Miſery, if not- immediately ſet free ; 
and alfa inſulted over by the Devil, and .trampled:npon by all the 
agfag of Hell :_ I ſay, Chriſt, when. firſt appearing in the Fleſh, 
ding his Inheritance given him by the Father, Foh. 7. 6. thus 
given over to Strangers, doth firſt releaſe and ſet them all at liberty, 
by paying, all their Debt for them, and ſuing forth of the Court of 
eayen 2 free and full Diſcharge in their behalf; ſubduing withall 
ih due time all their Enemies both ,withia and without, doth in 
the ſecond place defend and. preſerve them in this liberty. and hea- 
venly freedom to which he hath reſtored them : And all this by vir- 
fue of his own Power and Merit, without any aſliſtance from them 
either 1n whole or in part. Nay, He, as Samſon, was delivered np 
by his Brethren, the Men, of his own Nation, into the hands of hea- 
X/ fo Infidels, to be Crucifed and put to death, a fad requital to 
him for his kindneſs. Nay, further I may ſpeak ir, and you hear it 
ith ſorrow. and ſhame, Where is the Chriltian who in a ſpiritual 
enſe doth not again and again give Chriſt over, ſo far as lyeth in 
his power,to be Crucified over and over, by giving way to the Enemy 
to take poſſeſſion of his Heart ? But happy they that lay not hands 
upon hum themſelves, on purpoſe and in deſpite, for that is the. un- 
pardonable Sig. But 1 haſte. | , 
5thly. SAMSON typifies Chriſt in. his. Marriage. This is the 
Point upon which our Text treateth, we will therefore-paſs it by 
til} we come. to the words, | 
6:bly. HE typihes, Chriſt in his Death : For it. is ſaid of him, 
That he, gave his. Enemies a greater ſtroke, and did more execution 
among then, at the day of his death,. than he had- done: in all his 
life-tinte,. T#dg.. 16.30... Which is _more eſpecially true in Chriſt 
ſeſils ; for hg gave. the Powers of Hell a greater ſtroke at. the day 
and hour of his Death: 'than,he:had done in all his Lite-time by his 
vw ord and Miracles ;. for then it was that by death he overcame him 
that bad the power of death, that is, the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. Then it was 
that he took away the Hand-wriung of Ordinances.that was againit 
us, which was Contrary to us, nailing ir to his Croſs, Cul, 2.14. and 
havigg ſpailed Prigcipalities and Powers, he made a Show ot thcm, 
openly tribmphing over them in it. Then it was,that through the E- 
ternal Spirit he offered up himſelf tro God withour ſpot ; whereby he 
became the Mediator of the New Teſtament, to the end, that by 
the means of Death, for the Redemption of the Tranſgreſlions that 
were under the Firſt Covenant, they which are called might receive 


the 
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| Samſon a Type of Chit, ', 
the' promife of an Eternal Inheritance, Heb. 'g. 15.  Theriitwas 
that he was once offered to- bear 'the fins of many, ' and unto then 
that look for him, he will appear the ſecond time without fin'unts 
Salvation : Bleſſed are all they that wait for him in ſincerity. 
BUT I come to the matter in hand. | 
AND in the firſt place I would note by the way four things, from 
the four firſt Verſes of this Chapter, antecedent to our Text. 


iff. SAMSONs falling 'in Love with'a Woman 'ih Timmath 
Daughter of the Philiſtines, ( Yer. 1. ) and from hence obſerve; 
That as Samſon loved this Philiſtine Wonian, though dwelling in the 
Houſe of his Enemies, and ſo by nature one of them ; ſo alfo-Jeſus 
Chriſt loved his Church when in the Houſe' of his Enemies, w#z. the 
fallen Eltate ; and not only ſo, but whilſt ſhewas an Enemy he laid 
down his Life for her, Rom. 5.8. 2 [1191 7 

2dly. THE oppoſitions he met with from his Father and his Mother 
in the purſuit of his Deſires in taking her to be his Wife, (wveriy.') 
and hence I obſerve, That Perſons out of a ſincere Zeal, may ſome- 
_ oppoſe God in his moſt Wiſe and/oft times various Diſpert- 

ations. | Tt 

34ly: THE Reaſons moving them ſo to do, (ver. 3.) which was, 
becauſe ſhe was a Stranger of another Nation, and uncircumcilſed;; 
and the Iſraelites were forbidden to Marry with ſuch by the Law. 
Deut. 7.3. And from thence I obſerve, That God can turn all-things, 
yea even lin it ſelf, ſo,as that it ſhall conduce abundantly'to his Glory 
and his Peoples good, benefit ahd advantage. | 

athly. 1 would note Samſon's Anſwer to his Father and Mother when 
by them oppoſed for loving of this Dangler of the Philiſtines,' Ger 
her for me, for ſhe pleafeth me well, And from hence i'obferve, 1. That 
as no Oppolitions nor Perſwaſtons could remove Samſoy's Aﬀettions 
from this Philiſtine Woman, ſo nothing, no not lin it ſelf, could nor 
can ever be able to {eparate or remove the Love of Chriſt from his 


Church, Fer. 31. 3. Rom, $. 38, 39.- But contrariwiſe, the Love 


of Chriit wilt move him to ſeperate and remove all fin, with what- 
ever elſe offends him, from her. in his own time. 2. As the want of 
Circumciſion, and ſeveral other things required by the Law, -could 
not prevent Sa-ſor's loving and marrying of this Philiſtine Woman, 
ſo want of inherent Qualifications, &e. cannot hinder ChrilPs- 
loving and eſpouſing of his Church to himſelf, Ezek., 16. 6, 7,8. 
But contrariwiſe, his Love to her hath; doth, and will move him © 

walls 
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waſh and. cleanſe her, fit and qualifie her, rzaew, earich, and adorn 
her ſo, as may render her moſt well-pleaſing in his Eyes, Ezek. i6., 
Sz LO, EFlyl 2,& I 3. 


AND this brings me to our Text, in which I would note four 
things alſo: F 


1. SAMSON”s Journey down to Timnath, a City of the Philiſti- 
8ns,..and from hence 'take this Propoſition ; That as Sam/or went 
down to' Timnath, a City of the Philiſtines, to take a Wife from 
thence; [ſo Jeſus Chriſt came down from Heaven into this finful be- 
widered World to purchaſe Marriage, and Betroth unto bimſelf 
his beloved Church and Spouſe, Hof. 2. 19.. Fer. 3. 14- 
þ+ 24ly. HIS” occaſion thither, which was to Marry the Woman 
whom Love (notwithſtanding her noncanformity to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms: of 1/-acl) had made ſo well-pleaſing unto bim. And 
from. hence take a ſecond Propoſition, That as Love was the only 
impulſive or moving cauſe which brought Samſon down to Timnath 
to Marry this Woman, who otherwiſe could not have been accepta- 
ble to, no more than ſhe was in an Eye of reaſon fit, for. him: 
fo likewiſe "meer Love was the impulfve cauſe which atone moved 
Jeſus Chriſt to come down upon the Earth to Marry his Church unto 
bimſelf,, whom had ſhe not been ſo loved by him, could never have 
otherwiſe been acceptable to him, being in her fallen Eſtate, in an 
eye of reaſon upon all accounts ſo unfit for him. 

zaly. HIS Company which went down with him,which was his Fa- 
ther and his Mother, he would do nothing in the caſe without their 
Company and Conſent ,. which affords us this third Propoſition, 
That as Samſon, notwithſtanding the ardency of his Love, would do 
nothing without the knowledge, advice, company and conſent of 
bis Father and Mother ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt inall his Proceedings in and 
towards his Church, did not only in all things conform to the Will 
of his Father, but alſo had the Father ſtil] preſent with him to bear 
him company, Mar. 26. 39, And ſo much was he delighted therein, 
that when, through exceſlive ſorrow and trouble, he had but the lea(t 
apprehenſion of his Fathers abſence, how vehemently did he cry out, 
Ely, Ely, Lama ſabachthani, 1. e. MyGod, my God, why haſt thou for- 
aloe Ae: Mat. 27. 46. Oh happy that Man or Woman among us 
this'day, that isthus tender on, and defirous of the Heart-inriching 
Sonl-raviſhing Love, Company and Preſence of Jeſus Chriſt. 


But 
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But again, q#%ly. LET us note the terrible oppoſition thatiSam. 


ſon met with in his Journey, even when he came nigh to theplace.z 


fo: the Text, coming, tothe; Vineyards of Timnarh, Belialds ma 

Lion roared againſt kim; Young, noting vigonr and' nimbledets g.2 
young Lion, noting ſtrengrh, cruelty and ferceneſs, . a frightfitl-Ad; 
yerſary indeed, eſpecially conſidering how napepared Samſon! was 
to an eye of reaſon for ſuch an Aſſault ; which affords us thisfoorth 
and laft Propoſition, 2!z. Ihat as Samſon in going abont td Marry 
and Efpoufe this Woman of Timah, this Daughter of the PHili- 
ſtines to himſelf, mer. with many oppolitiotis, bat more eſpectally 
this young Lion, ſo Jens Chrilt in endeavonring the: Redempridh 
and Eſpouſal-of -his Church unts himſelf, hathand doth /metetowith 
many oppoſitions, but eſpecially that roaring - Lion the. Devil, 
1 Pet«5. 8. For, 1. when he was in the Fleſh ia order toithe-AG- 
compliſhment of Mans Redemption, how aften (thid- this kiody: this 
Devil, ſet upon him, and not contenting himſelf with daily zroo-+ 
bling, vexing and perſecuting of him by his wicked Inftruments the 
Jews, he firſt drives him into the Wilderneſs: to tempt! biak 
there, where he deals with him as it were Hand to Fiſt, but ſtetl doth 
ho good. Again, 2. He ſtirs ap. his Diſciples to moleſt and, grieve 
him, firſt Perer by his fleſkly advice ; hence Chriſt ſaith, Ger rbreike! 
bind me Satay, &c. Mat. 16:23. Then ſecondly, Judas to. betray 
him; for ſaith the Text, Saran entered unto him again. Thirdly; Perct 
to deny im, and'that with Oaths, ſaying, 7 know xot the Mani 4dh 
horrible! And after all this, he'again comes himſelf (as' it were!) 
accompanied with all the Powers of Hell to afliſt hin; ard taking 
him at the greateſt difadvantage, even when under the heavy burden 
of his Fathers Wrath, according to P/al. 69. 26: as (defygning,! if 
poſſible, at once to ſtrike him down: to-Hell for ever. - But bleſſedbe 
God, it was not peflible, &c. 7ob.' 14. 30. Fhe prince: of. thii world 
cometh and hath nothing in me. See then the Devils Malice,; thoughhe 
had nothing in Chriſt, yet would he not ceaſe to afflict Chriſt whilſt 
in his reach; and he carries the ſame mind towards Chriſtians alſo, 
Licke 22. 31, 32. Simon, Simon, Satan hath. fired. to have you, that 
he may ſift - you. as. Wheat, &ci, Again, Tecondly,, whenihe:comerh 
in the Spirit, in and by the. Goſpel, a&tually.'to call: and unite lis 


People to himſelf, the Devil ſill ceaſeth-not.to-interrupt him-inthis 


Proceedings, if by'any means he can, although in this. reſpethe 
doth not dire&ly ſo much fight againlt Chriſt as Chriſtians ;. for-he 
knows he can do no good with him, he long ſince overcame him vp- 
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on-Afount Calvary, Heb. 2.14. By death he overcame him that hath 
tho power of Death, even the Devil.” - And now ſeeing he cat'dono 
on. Chriſt the Husband, he- deſires to have Believers the 
Church, that te may try and {ſift them-as Wheat's And traly, Be- 
loved, the Devil hath put many a' poor Chriſtian hatd to it, he hath 
made 1 many a one cry out, Oh what ſhall Ido? And 1 doubt not but 
many of you in this Congregation have met with him to your ſorrow ; 
und ſo by woful experience know theſe things I now ſpeak to be true. 
-- BUT co all you that are labouring in this'bitter warfare and hour 
of -tryal; this day of Facob's trouble,' let'me fay thus much to-you, 
Have a care of truſting to the Arm of- Fleſh, and of putting confi- 
dence in:Man ; Have: a care of ſelling your ſelves for nought, by 
putting confidence in that which cannot fave; butconſiderour great 
Samfon is ſpiritually come down in and by the Goſ pel,and he is among 
us and preſent with us, and if he do but as much as ſhew his Head or 
make bare his Arm inany of our Hearts and Sonls, then the Devil 
is gone, he is fled, and though we ſcek him at ſuch a time we cannot 
fad him ; 'and why ? ? well, becauſe Chriſt is come down to dwell 
with us. Oh, Sirs, could we but live: more by Faith with and in 
Chriſt, we ſhould be leſs troubled with the Devils Company. - But I 
vB BELOVED, time will-nqt permit, me to ſpeak-to all theſe Four 
Propoſitions! thus raiſed \fron. the words, 1 ſhall 'therefore make 
chdiceof'the. Fourth and laſt bt. them, for the ſubſe of my re- 
maining Diſcpurſe at this time, : viz. 

THAT= as Samſar in going about to Marry and Eſpouſe this Wo- 
maniof Tirmaththis Daughter of the Philiſtines to himſelf, did meet 
with..many Oppolitions, chiefly: this young Lion 3 ſo Jeſus Chriſt 
addedvodving the Redemption and »Eſponfal: of hisChurch to-him< 
br. hathiand-doth meet with many Oppolitions 'and O ppoſers, 'but 

ally that roaring Lion. the Devik .:.. 

" N-ti handling ob: "rſbcn Point, 'I: ſhall obſerve; this Method : 
naE inf TO ſhew:the Scateand: Condition of Chriſt's Churct.in ge- 
demalg>antlievery,' Member thereof in particuldr, before: alles by, 
aniblloiced: or Married uoto:Jeſus Chriſt. 
21 Segonaly, 14 ſhall: conſider; whether ſthe:Church firſt ſeckerh unts 
Giiitz\-or Chriſti umoothe Church, in -order vnts the effeting of 
StirsB lied! Union « ar otNge. 
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Thirdly, MENTION ſome of the greateſt Lets, Hindrances and 
Impediments, which do moſt interrupt this Bleſſed Union and Agree- 
ment betwixt Chriſt and his Church. 

Fourthly, I ſhall give you ſome Cautions in order to a timely pre- 
vention of the dangers occaſioned thereby. 

And, Laſtly, MAKE ſome ſhort Application. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew the State and Condition of Chriſt's Church in 
general, and of every Member thereof in particular, before called 
by, and United or Married unto Jeſus Chriſt : but I mult be brief in 
the whole. 


And, Firſt, THE State of Chtiſt's Church in general, and of : 


every Member thereof in particular before called, &c. is a State of 
Deadneſs : This is plain from Pans words to the Church at Epheſus, 
Fph. 2. 1. But you hath he quickened, who were dead in ſins and treſpaſſes. 
Seealſo verſe. 4, & 5. Now this deadnels is two-fold : 1. A deadneſs 
to God and all Goodneſs : And this deadneſs is, 1. Abſolute : And, 
2. Univerſal. 1. Abſolute, not a deadneſs in part, as ſome do vain- 
ly imagine, asif Man was partly dead, and partly alive to God by 
Nature : No, for Man is wholly dead, ſo as that there is no Spirt- 
tual Life to Heavenly things remaining in him. 2a4ly, It is an Uni- 
verſal deadneſs, or a deadneſs throughout : Dearh, laith the Apoltle, 
Rom. 5. 12. paſt upon all men, for that all have ſinned: And as it paſſed 
upon all, ſo it obtained a Compleat Dominon over all ; ſo that take 
an uncoaverted Man, that is altogether natural, and ſuch a Man 6s, 
with reſpect unto God, adead Man ; his Heart, his Will, his Mind, 
his AﬀeCtions, together with all other Faculties ofthe Soul, are altoge- 
ther dead, and lifeleſs. And, ſecondly, ir is a deadneſs ix lin, not 
to (in, for ſois the truly godly, according to their meaſures, but a 
deadneſs #x ſin : Hence note, a natural Man thus dead in fin, is Firſt 
not ſenſible of ſin; ſecondly, he is not troubled for fin ; thirdly, he 
is not burdened with ſin; fourthly, he hath no true deſire to be de- 
livered from ſin ; true, he may have ſome Convictions, and perhaps 
ſometimes ſharp ones too, bur it is either not for lin as ſin, or clſe 
but for ſome particular As of ſin more notorious than ordinary ; 
in the mean while, not ſeeing that his whole Nature is polluted, 
and that the beſt of his Ations, whilit out of Chriſt, is but as 
althy Rags, which inſtead of meriting any good thing tor hian,: 
doth rather, like the Blood of Abel, cry to Heaven for vengeance 
upon him ; for without Chriſt we can do nothing, John 15. 5. that 
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1s, nothing well-pleaſing to him,for whar ſoever is not of faith is ſin.O' that 
the World coald once be brought to ſce this ! then Men would have 
done talking of Free-will, and of a power in Man, whilſt in Nature, | 
to do that which is good ; then would they be brought off truſting 
in, depending upon, or bcalting of their own Righteouſneſs ; then | 
ſhould we all fail down as one Man beforethe Lord, ctyingout as | 
with one Voice, 0b wreuched men that we are, w9 ſhall deliver us from 
tbzs body of ſin ? Rom. 7. 24. Then ſhould we know what Chriſt 
meaneth in that notable place, 7ohbn 5. 24, 25: | 
Bur, Secondly, THE State of Chriſt's Church in general, and of 
every Member thereof in particular, before called by him, ©&c. isa 
State of Hardneſs and deſperate Wickedneſs; but [til] I mean as to 
the things of God : for, alas! if the Devil tempr, if the World 
allure, if the Fleſh luſt after irs own things, it any Profit, Pleaſure, 
Honour, Preferment, or Advantage be offered to us, Oh how ſoon 
then have we an Eye to ſee, an Ear to hear, and an open Heart to 
receive theſe things, though tending never ſo much to our Souls | 
ruine and deſtruftion ! but on the other hand, God may call and 
call again, he may ſtand at the Door and knock day after day, he | 
may cry aloud in onar Ears by his Word, Works and Providences, | 
he may threaten Death, Damnation and DeſtruCttion by the Law ; | 
and zgain ſweetly render Grace, Mercy, Forgiveneſs of Sins and " | 


Salvation, by the Goſpel, time after time, and in Sermon after Ser- 
mon, and yet for all this, Man, whilſt in Nature, hath neither 
Eye to ſee, Ear to hear, nor Heart to receive; Oh ſad Con- 
dition ! 

Bur again, Thirdly, THE State of Chrift's Church in general, 
and of every Meinber thereof in particular, before called by Chritt, I 
Fe. 15a State of Blindneſs and Infcnitbility ; for though Man in 
chis Eitate ]ie in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity, 
chained up 1n the Devils Priſon, where Satan himſelf is Gaoler, 
thaugh he be in a State which if lived and dyed in, will certain- | 
iy uſher him 1ato the Pit of Hell ; and though he be poſting with | 
the greateſt Expedition towards everlaſting Damnation, ſleeping and 
fnoring in a Condition near equivalent to the Damned in Hell, ard | 
though he hear all this from the Scriptures and God's Miniſters, yer 
ſtill he rematas blind and inſenlible, till God move upon the Heart. K 
See Eph. 4. 18. 

. Bur, Foxrthly, FOR I haſte, The State of the Church of Chriſt, 
and'every Member thereof, whilſt in Nature and uncalled, is a ſtate 
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of Alienation from God: Alas! whilſt thus, they have no true 
knowledge of him , nor fellowſhip with him, they ſee him not, 
nor enjoy him, though in him they live, move and have their Being ; 
they riſe up in the Morning, and ly down again at Night, Day after 
Day, Month after Month, and yet have not God in a godly way 
as much as once 1a all their thoughts ; they rarely do as much 
as once ſeriouſly conſider whether they be going, to Life or Death 
to Hcaven or Hell, to God or the Devil. 

Fifthly, and laſtly, THE State of Chris Clarch in general, 
and every Member thereof ia particular, before effeftually called 
by Chri!t to himſelf, is a State of Deceiveableneſs : This Paul 
contelleth to Tirus, Titus 3. 3. For, alas! generally, nay, I think 
I may ſay always, they that are moſt without God have the lealt 
ſenſe of the want of God ; they that are moſt with the Devil, are 
in the leaſt fear of the Devil, and they that are really the greateſt 
lianers, are the leaſt troubled for their ſins; for either they are 
wholly Carnal in their Lives as well as Hearts, and ſo minding no 
Religon at all, orelſe they fall a doing and working for Life, build- 
ing upon their Prayers, Duties, Works and Obedience, thinking 
theſe ſhall ſtand them in ſome ſtead ; concluding, that if they can 
but live Civilly, deal Juſtly, do their Duties orderly, and keep 
all God's Commandments to the utmoſt of their Power, according 
to the Law: Well then, undoahtedly all ſhall be well with them, 
both in Death and Jadgment, and conſequently to Eternity, though 
they know nothing, no nothing of Chriſt, the Goſpel, Faith, nor 
Selt-denyal; not minding that the Scripture ſaith, That there is 
name gtven under heaven whereby we can be ſaved, but the name of Feſus ; 
and that whoſoever believes not in him ſhall be damned, for without Faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe him ; but Do and Lzve is the only Religon con- 
ſiſtent with the fallen Nature, it is plume ed hy. 55 to all Goſpel 
Myſteries, and fo I fear are too many called Goſpel Miniſters, 
elle why is Free-will and Mans works and Righteouſneſs cry*d 
up at ſuch a height at this day, to the great diſhonour of Chriſt 
and the Goſpel in ſo many places and perſons ? and why is thereſuch 
Heart-burnings azainſt ſuch as preach the Pure Goſpel of ChrilF, 
whereby Man and his Righteouſneſs is laid in the Duſt, and Chrift 
and his Righteouſneſs exalted, according to the Scriptures? But 
to conclude this Point, Pan! moſt plainly tells us what all Men 
are by Nature ; For indeed there is no difference. In the ſecond of 
the Epheſians, 11, 12. 1. Gentiles in + Fleſh. 2!y. Uncircumciſed 
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in Heart. 3ly. Without Chriſt. 4/y. Aliens to the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael. Fly. Strangers to the Covenant of Grace. 6ly. Void of 
Hope. Tly. Without God in the World : a dreadful Condition in- 
deed; and this brings me to the Stcond Particular. 

To: conſider, Whether the Church firſt ſeeketh unto Chriſt ; or 
on the contrary, Chriſt ſirſt ſecketi unto the Church, in order to 
be eff<Qting of this bleſſed Union or Marriage betwixt them. And 
the Solution is plain, Firſt, as intimated by the Text ; and 2ly. As 
confirmed by all the Scriptures relating thereunto : 1/. As intimated 
by the Text, thus, viz. As Samſon firſt ſought unto, and endeavoured 
after this Philitine Woman, in order to the concluding of this Con- 
traCt betwixt them, and not ſhe unto him : So in like manner Jeſus 
Chriſt firſt and primarily ſecketh unto his Church, in order to 
the bringing about of this happy Union, and not ſhe unto him. 
T his allo is plain from many Scriptures,as from the 16th. of Eczchket, 
from the 3d. Verſe to the 14th. Where 1/7. The Church Jay in the 
open Field po!luted in her blood. 21y. There was no eye ro pury her. And 
yet, 3/;. When ſhe was in this condition, Jeſus Chriit in mercy came 
and paſſed by, And 4ly. Her :4me, notwithitanding her miſery and 
ſhame, was to him a t#me of /ove, And Fly. He did all this whilſt ſhe 
in her ſeli was dead, as fo any Aﬀettion towards him ; and there- 
fore ſaith he, wer. 6. Azd when I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted 12 
thy own blood, I ſaid unto thee, Live ; yea, when thou waſt in thy 
blood, I ſaid unto thee, Live. See alſo the 2d. of Hoſea, where when 
the Church was backſliden from, and which is worſe, (though al- 
ways the iſſue of a backſliding Spirit,) hardncd againit him : Then 
he came in Mercy (though ſhe perhaps at the firſt did not ſo look 
upon it ) and hedged up her way with Thorns, to the end that 
though ſhe purſued after her Lovers, yet thar ſhe might not overtzke 
them, vcr.6, 7. 2dly. He takes away all her Fulneſs, Joy,and Mirth, 
all her Delight in her own ways, and removes from her all her plea- 
{ant things, ver. 9,10, 11,12. 3dly. He viſits upon her all the days 
of her former Wickedneſs and Idolatry, ver. 13. And, 4thly. After 
all this, he, as it were, turns Sulter to her : For (laith he) 7 will 
#llure-ber, and brins her into the wilderneſs, and there will 1 ſpeak com- 
fortably, unto her, ver. 14+ Alas,, poor deje&ted, doubting Souls! 
whilſt God is a bringing of them into the Wilderieſs, or into a be- 
wildered ſtate, as to their own Apprehenſions, are even frightned 
with fears and terrors, leſt he ſhould deſtroy them there, and give 
them over to periſh for ever, little conſidering that it is God's way 
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to keep his beſt Wine till the latter end of the Feaſt ; and in the Wil- 
derneſs to ſpeak moſt comfortably to them, giving, them 1n- the 
Valley of Achor, or Trouble, a Door of Hope ; and that there the 
Knot of Union is to be tied, which is never to be loofed more z 
and that then they myſt call him no more Baali, viz. My Lord, ;- but 
thatthey muſt henceforth call him /Þ1,that is to lay, Hy Husband,v. 16. 
A bleſſed Concluſion ! And let me tell yon, There 15 none of you... 
here this day that are Suiters to God, but God hath had frlt a great 
ſuiting of you to bring you to that. Oh ! admirable Love and Con- 
deſcention ! that ever the Great God of Heaven, and Lord of Eter- 
nity, ſhould become Suiters to ſuch Hell-hounds as the beſt of ng 
are by Nature. Again, Obſerve that Text in Fer. 3. 12, & 22. where 
the Lord moſt earneltly and compaſlionately fuiteth, exhorteth and 
inviteth his Charch, with all poſhible perſuaſions, to return from her 
backſlidings ; for, ſaith he, / am married unto you, ver. 14. only ac- 
knowledge your iniquities, and that you have trauſgreſſed azainſt me : And 
then, Return, Ob backſliding Children, and I will heal your backſtdings. 
And indeed here the Lord not only ſuited, but prevailed : For mark: 
the Anſwer they returned him, ver. 22, 23- Behold we come unto thee, 
for thou art the Lord our God, in vain 1s ſalvation looked for from the 
hills, and from the multitude of mountains, for in the Lord our God 4s the 
ſalvation of Iſrael. The God: of Heaven'grant that we. may return 
him the lixe Anſwer with Heart and Mouth, this day, andall other 
times whereia he by the Goſpel is inviting us to come unto him.. See 
alſo the words of David, Pal. 27. 8. When thou, O Lord, ſaidſt, Seck. 
= ye my face ;, my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will Iſeck, Ol 
dear Friends! hath not God a long time been a ſuiting of you by 
the Goſpel to come unto him.? and hath he not often called aloud of 
you, ſaying, Seek ye my face ? | know you cannot deny this. Well; 
bar let me ask, Was you. ever brought to cry. out with David, Th 
face, O Lord, will I ſeek? True, it may be you have ſaid thus with 
your Mouths ; but pray note, Did your Hearts ever ſay ſo ? Saith 
holy David, My heart ſaid, Thy face, O Lord, willI ſeck.. Pray con- 
ſider if. But to conclude this Point alſo, Mind what-Fobr ſaith in 
his Firſt Epiſtle, 4. 10, & 19. Herein 1s love, faith he,.. not that: we 
loved God, but that be loved us; And we love him, becauſe he lo« 
ved us firſt. Alas, Beloved | had not God loved and ſought after ws, 
till we had loved and ſought aſter him, then had we never ſo much- 
as once lifted up our Eyes towards him, till with the Rich Man we 
had been in Hell ; which would have been too late .either to have 
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ſought afcer him, or looked up unto him. I might mention many 
more Scriptures to the like Effect, but time will not permit. Be- 
ſides, thele are ſufficient already laid down, the ſequel whereof 
amounts to this, That as Samſon firſt ſought unto this Woman 
of Timnath, this Daughter of the Philiſtines, notwithſtanding her 
Non-conformity to the Religion and Laws of /ſracl, and not ſhe 
unto him : So Jeſus Chrilt ſeeketh unto his Church in true Hea- 
venly and Divine Love, and not ſhe unto him, notwithſtanding, 
not 'only her Noncoaformity to, but alſo her Enmity againſt the 
Religion and Laws of his Kingdom, as ſhe lyeth in Nature, and 
when he thus firſt applyeth himſelf unto her. 

AND from hence inferr, 

FIRST), That Chriſt in ſeeking after, and calling of his Peo- 
ple to himſelf, hath no reſpeft to Antecedent Qualifications in 
them, for he knows better than we, the impoſſibility that a bitter 
Fountain ſhould yield ſweet Water, or a bad Tree bring forth good 
Fruit : Therefore faith he to the Phariſees, Oh generation of Vizers, 
how can ye being evil, do that, or as the word is, ſpeak that which is 
200d, for out of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, Mat 
12. 34. But a Blind Man will not believe this, becanſe he is Blind, 
and cannot ſee nor underſtand the Truth: But faith Caloin, *© Whar- 
&© ſoever a Man thinketh, purpoſeth or doth, before he be recon- 
* ciled to God by Faith in Chriſt, is accurſed; and not only of 
© no value to righteonſneſs, but of certain deſerving to Damaati- 
&« on : Inſtitut. pag. 370. And faith Luther, © Wholoever goeth a- 
© bout to pleaſe God with works done before Faith, goeth abour * 
< to pleaſe God with Sin, which (ſaith he) is nothing elſe, but to 
<< heap Sin upon Sin, mock God, and to provoke him to Wrath : 
« O that men would once conſider theſe things ! 

SECONDLY, From henceI inferr, That though the Church 
of Chriſt in general, and every Member thereof in particular, be 
brought by Sin through the Fall into a loſt Eſtate, which, as was 
before obſerved, is a State of D:adneſs, Hardneſs, Blindneſs and 
Alienation fram God ; yet there is a time wherein he will gather 
and call them all home to himſelf. There was a time In which Sam- 
ſon went down to Timnath, to take this Daughter of the Philt- 
ftines to Wife : And accordingly there is a Time wherein God 
witl gather his Eleft from the four Winds of the Heavens: There 
is a Time for every one of Gods Jewels to be gathered into his 
T reafure, and for every one of his Sheep to be brought into his 
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Fold ; tho' God's People be born in Sin, He will not have them 
to dye fo: for there is a time, wherein 7 ſairh che Lord nill call. ber 
Beloved that was not Beloved, And this hath the Father appointed , 
Eph. 1. 10. That in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times he might ga- 
ther together in one all things in Chriſt, bot whic9 are in Heaven, and 
which are on Earth, even tn him. And, beloved, this time ſhall aſ- 
ſuredly come upon every Sonl belonging to Gd : the Lord (tir up 
our Hearts to look for it, for exccpr we be converted and born again, ne 
cannever enter into the Kingdom of God, Aa uncalled State 1s there- 
fore a dreadful Stare, for while a Man is ſo, he knows not whe- 
ther he belong to God or no: But certainly fuch a one may con- 
clude, that for the preſent he belongs unto the Devil, the Lord 
awaken all {nch. 

THIRDLY, From hence I would inferr, That God muſt 
condeſcend and come down to us, (which indeed he hath done both 
in Fleſh and Spirit) before we can aſcend to him. So Samſon went 
down to Ti-a:bh. A Man whilft in Nature, and ſo conſequently 
dead in Sin, is no more able truly and fincerely to aſcend. up to 
God, cither in Aﬀettion, Faith or Practice, than a Stone to lift 
up ic ſelf into the Air, or a Bird to flye which hath no wings: 
Whar could the dry Bones do, which the Lord ſaith was the Honſe 
of Iſrael, till the Spirit of the Lord came upon them ? Exch. 37. 
W hat cauſe then hath every Soul amongſt us to be humble be- 
fore the Lord, and to be abaſed in our own Eyes, and to cry our 
with David, Pſal. 115. 1. Not unto us, O Lord, not unro us, but un- 
ro thy Name be praiſe ! and with Paul, 1 Cor. 4. 7. What have we 
19:t we bave not recetvea? And with Iſaiah, Chapter 26. 12. Thou, 
O Lord haſt wrought all- our works tn «us! But many Profeſſors at 
this day fuppole a poſſibility of ſetting up Chrilt too high, and 
of laying Man down too low in himſelf: But how this cometh to 
paſs I could never yet underſtan\l : ſure I am there is a great deal 
of both Poſlibility and Danger of ſetting up Man aad his Righ- 
tcoulnels too high, and thereby diſeſteeming of Chriſt, and his 
precious Death and Merits: never was there leſs reaſon to cry up 
Mans Works and Obedience, (I mean ſo as to boaſt thereof, or 
depend thereupon) than at this day, in which they are (I may 
ſpeak It with ſorrow ) ſo little practiſed. But were but the Free 
Grace of God, Chriſt Jeſus, and Faith in him duly exalted, and 
freely preached in Life and Power, it would I think be the only 
way, truly and without Hypocrilie, to reform Mens Lives, and to 
work 


*. yu y 4 
- » 
7 16 
. 


Samſon a Type of Chzift, 
work their Hearts into a godly ſorrow, which would iſſue in it 
true and evangelical Repentance never to be repented of ; but there 
being ſo much Legality among Profeſſers at this day, hath undoubted- 


ly been a opt occalion of fo much lukewarmneſs in the World ia 
Matters of Religion. 


BUT Icome to the Third Particular ; viz. 

TO mention ſome of the greateſt Lets, Hindrances and Impedi- 
ments which do moſt interrupt this bleſſed Union and Agreement 
betwixt Chriſt and his Church ; which indeed are many, but time 
will but permit me to mention ſome few. | 


AND the firſt main Let or Hinderance, is the want of a thorough 
light, and a true ſenſe of the Miſcrableneſs of the condition in which 
we are by Nature ; and accordingly an enjoyment of re!! and ſati(- 
faction, though both falſe and Soul-deltruftive in that condition. 
And thus much even Nature it ſelf teacheth, That no Man will ſcek 


unto a Phyſician for a cure, unleſs he be firſt ſenſible that he is trou- ' 


bled with ſuch a Diſtemper as doth neceſſirily call for, and require 
ſuch a Cure ; And who knows not, that even the belt of us are a 
great deal more ready and forward to encline to, and feck afrer the 
Benefit and Cure of the Body, than the Benefit and Cure of the 
Soul ; inſomuch that a Man of whom I have heard, who deſerting 
and forſaking the Work of the Miniſtry, in which he had ſpenc 
much labour and travel, to take up the PraCtice of Phylick ; and 
being asked the reaſon why ? He returned this Anſwer, Becauſe (ſaid 
he) 1 ſaw People were a great deal more careful of their Bodies than ofticir 
Souls, and much more free to lay out their Moneyazd Pains for the one than 
the other. And Chriſt himſelf tells us, That the whole need not 4 Phyſician, 
but thty that are ſick. The reaſon therefore why Chriſt, our great 
Phyſician of Souls, is ſo much lighted, is becauſe ſo few are ſenlivle 
of their Souls Maladies and Diltempers. 


AND the caſe is the ſame in the Point in hand ; for the main rea- 
ſon why poor Sinners are no more free to change their Eſtate, to for- 
ſike their firſt Hushand, viz. the Devil, and the World, and to be 
joyned ard married to Jeſus Chrilit, is becauſe they ſee not the dan- 
ger and miſery which taey lye in and under,in the Condition In which 
they are. 


A 


_ 1endeth.to come to Chriſt, and 
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A SECOND Let or Hinderance in this Matter, is Perſons being 
ſo much in Love with'their preſent States, and the Pleaſures and Profits 
which, as they ſuppoſe, they enjoy therein. For the proof of -this, 
ſee chat Place in Marrh.22. at the beginning © Where the Texr tells us, 
That 4 great King (.e. ) God, madea Marriage for bis Son, (1.e: )) 
Chriſt; and ſent forth his Servants to. call them that were bidden to the 
Wedding. But what faith the Text? Well, they would not come. Ar 

ain he ſent forth other Servants to tell them that all things were ready; 
This wes not only to invite, but allo to perſwade:; But what faith c 
Text? Yer. 5. Well, They did not only refs/e to come, but they alto 
made light of it, and went their ways, one to his Farm, and another to bis 
Merchandiſe. Alas, their Purles were full, they had Riches enough 
at home; they knew not that they were wrerched, poor, blind, miſerable 
and naked, Rev.3.17. Yet it is not the,bare having of the World, and 


. the 'I hings thereof, that hinders; but it is the inordinate loving thereof. 


This is that which ſpoils all.: In r 75m. 6.10, The Apoftle tells us, 
That the Love of Money 1s the root of all Evil. Mark it; It is not the 
Money it {elf; for the Creatore is good ; but the inordinate Love of 
ir, this is the root of all Evil. Therefore, pray, mind what our Lord 
laith, Luke 14. 26. If any man come to me, and hate not bis Father and 
Moher, and Wife and Children, and Brethren, and Siſters; yea, and 
his oun Life «lſo, he cannot be ” ofeople. That is, Wholoever pre- 

ateth not all theſe things,” with what 
elſe can be named beſides Chriſt, in compariſon of, or in competition 
with Chriſt, cannot be his Ditgiple, and then for certain, not. his 
Spouſe, Oh Beloved, many keep a great ſtir about Sin being the 
main Let in the way of Union berwixt Chriſt and a poor Soul ; bur, 
| tell you, it is not Sin, but-the Love of Sin, that ſeparateth- betwixc 
Chriſt and the Soul. See Rev. 22. 15. Whoſocever loveth and maketh a 
Lye, is caſt out of the Holy Ciry ; not he that barely maketh a Lye, 
through. weaknels, or by realon of: Tempration ; bur he that not on. 
ly doth ſo, but allo Joveth todo ſo; this is the Man of the Lord's An- 
ger. Therefore, ſaith David, If I delight in Sin, God will not hear my 
voice, This therefore is the main Let in our way of Union wich Chrift, 


. becauſe we Love Sin, and: love the World,together with-the Pleaſures 


and Profits thereof ; we love the Fleſh, and we love our Luſts, 
our Selves, our Works, and our own Righteouſneſs; and therefore 
we cannot love Chriſt. And further, provided that- we ſhould ' hate 
Swearing and Drunkenneſs, and yet love Pride and Covetouſneſs, this 
is nothing; or if we ſhould hate Pride and Covetouſneſs, and yer love 
Deceir 
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Deceit-and Hypocryſie, we are till no betrer ; This is but.as it were, 
ro change one Devil for another, and ſokeep a Devil ſtil. Burl cane 
not enlarge. 

THE Third Let in our way of Union with Chriſt, which 1 ſhall 
now mention, is want of Faith in Chriſt, And traly, Beloved, this is. 
a great Mountain in our way z indeed this is the Hydra, the Monſter. 
Sin, Unbelief ; for as there isnothing impoſſiblers him that believes, 
fo there is noching poſſhble to him that believes not : For as Faith 
hath the preheminence above all other Graces, ſo Unbelief harh the 
preheminence of all-other Vices. And 'how many a poor Soul:isthere 
tha t is both (enfible of, troubled for,and burthened with Sin, and alto 
fees a want of, tongs for, and deſires to be with Chriſt, and yet hath lirdle 
or no Union with Chriſt, by reafen-of Unbelief? Yea, thereare many 
thatare weary of the World, weary of Sm, weary ofthe Devil, and of 
whemſclves to0,accountivg in their very hearis all things nothing in com- 
pariſon of Chriſt,/and yettor all chis, have liztle or no Fellowthip with 
Chriſt, becauſe of the want of Faith. Oh, therefore this want of Faith-is a 
great Soul-plague ; it is as the Devil's Caſtle, and Tower of Defence, 
from whence he ſhooteth {ſo manyDarts at the Souls of the Aflicted. The 
Lord in Mercy arm us all-againſt this Unbelief. And truly, !'my Friends, 
there is no reaſon far the perſons before ipoken of, to doubt of God's fa- 
vour, of all perions inthe World; for all the free and blefied Promiſes 
in the Golpel run with a direct tendency to and upon them : 4 be- 
{eech- you therefore, if there be any ſuch here this day , that you 
would take courage, truſtin God, anddonbt no more; and the Lord 
give and grant you Hearts thus to do ; for I'know there isno ſuch pre- 
ious Herbas Faith is, grows in the corrupted Garden of Mans Heart 
by Nature. But oh you proud, obduzate and' hard-hearted ones, whole 
kearrs the Lord never yet touched, nor'who never yet trembled at Gods 
Words; to you be it ſpoken, the Dread/ought to lie ar' your doors ; 
for there is not a Curſe writteninial) Gods Book, -but-ir runs with a'di- 
xe tendency 'to-and upon you, as little as you 'fear it, think of ir, or 
are troubled for itnow ; yet the Day is a coming , even. at the Door, 
when you ſhall be made to know it: The Lord God-pive you hearts 
x20 ſeeit in due time, before itbetoolate, andthe Offers of Grace'be 
*hid from your Fyes. . But there is at this day a'fort of Profefiorsof 

Chriftiaticy in the world,' who pretend'/ro Fairh and a holy Eife, or 
wather firſt « bely Life, and'chen Faith, as they ſappoſe ; 'and theſe are 
Kill crying, Do, do, 'doz and upon doing, they 'pronounce Men 
'blefſed, happy and ſafe ; :not regarding in the mean while, whether 
112550 (1 
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fach-have any Faith or no; or if they have, whether: it be rfghtly 
founded upon Chriſt or no, without leaning to, or ing y 
any thing elſe, eſpecially in point of Juſtification-; But oh. that fach 
Perſons. would ſeriouſly confider, 1. That Man, as Man, and whilſt 
« .jc of Chriſt, can do nothing : So ſaith Chriſt himlelf, Without me ye 
can do notning, Fobn 14. 5. But the ſtrongeſt Argament that ever I 
met with, to convince me of the truth of this, is recorded in Fohr 5. 
30. Where Chriſt faith thus ; 7 can of mine own ſelf do nothing : And 
from hence | infer, That if the finlefs, ſpotleſs, and only.Son of God, 
did acknowledge, Thar he could of his own ſelf do nothing, that is, 
as he was Man, &c. then is it moſt high Preſumption for a poor..mor- 
ral, finfal, wretched Creature, Daſt and Aſhes, to ſay or think, that. 
of himſelt, as ſeparate from the Grace, Power and Goodne(s of Gad 
in Chriſt, he cando any thing ; that is, any thing acceptable or well- 
pleaſing to God. 2. Let themconſider, that whatſoever is not of Faith 
i Sin, Rom. 14- 23. And allo, that without Faith it #s impoſſible to 
pleaſe God, Heb. 11. 6- And laſtly, Ler them conſider, that Faith is 
the Gift of God, Eph. 2. 8. and a Frut of the Spirit, Gal. 5.22, And 
if ſo, then, pray, what is fraful Man in aud of himſelf, but a poor,loft, 
helpleſs, norhing , undene Creature: And this muſt man be made 
to ſee, before ever he can traly cloſe with Chriſt Jeſus in Truth and 
Sincerity. And when ance he comes thus to be ſtript of all,, and made 
nothing in/bimſclf, then is. he a fit Object - of Mercy, in which God 
once coming to work Faith in the heart, in order to an embracing of 
Chriſt, then a blefſed Union berwixt Chriſt and the Soul is immedi- 
ly brought forth. | 

B UT, Fourthly and laſtly, For I cannot ſtand to mention any 
more Particulars ; Another dreadful and moſt mighty Let in this way 
of Union betwixr Chriſt and his Chorch, is the Devil; of whom it. is 
ſaid in another caſe, and may accordingly be ſaid in this; He that now 
letteth, will let, until be be taken ont of the way, 2 Thel. 2.7. And-in- 
deed itis him, which the young Lion in our Text doth moſt directly 
pointat ; for as the young Lion roared againſt Samſon, when he came 
down to Timnath, to take this Daughter of the Philsftines to. Wile , 
ſs the Devil roared againſt Chrift, boch when he came in the Fleſh,; to. 
purchaſe and redeem his Church ; and alfo as he cometh in the Spirit, - 
rocalland {anifie his Church, in order to the betxothing of her unto 
himſelf in an everlaſting Oneneſs : But at the former of theſe, to wt, 
his coming in the Fleſh, the Matter in hand doth ſeem. more direGtly to 
point; forin the latter, ro wit, Wow'n Calling and Converkan, asin-.. 
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deed all a Chriſtians Life-time, after really made a Chriſtian, the De. 
vil doth not fo directly ſtrive againſt Chriſt, as 1. ſaid before, as poor 
Chriſtians; for he deſpairs of ever doing good of him, who hath al- 
ready led him captive, and appointed him his Bounds, ſaying, H:ther. 
to ſhalt thou go, and no further ; But Oh, faith he, let me have a turn 
wuh Chriſtian Man ;, I once overcame Man when ſinleſs in Paradiſe, and 
pethaps 1 may do ſo again, theugh he be made ſinleſs in Chriſt, Luke 22, 
3, 32. Bur alas, poor Satan is miſtaken; for, Chriſtians have now 
Chreit to defend them, and to fight their Bartels for chem, which A4- 
dam in Paradiſe had not; and therefore, as Chriſtians, not fo eaſily 
drawn toſin, that is, to {in with delight, as he did: And again, pro- 
vided they do fin ſtill, they have an Advocate with the Father , Feſus 
Chrift the righteous, and he us the Propitration for their ſins; But how- 
ever, many a poor Chriſtian is many times hard purto it by the Devil , 
for it is not in'vain that Peter exhorreth to be ſober and watchful, be- 
cante the Devil went abour as 4 roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he might 
devour, 1 Pet. 5.8. For Peter knew by wofal experience, how hard a 
thing it was to reſiſt and withſtand him. And indeed this is one main 
Realon why the righteous are laid to be ſcarcely ſaved, 1 Per. 4.18. 
And fee but at your leilure what dreadful War he made againſt the 
Church in Revelar. 12, And what Joy the Saints made in Heaven, 
vey. to; when he was caſt from thence, Bur why do I thus nume- 
rate Scriptures ? 1 will appeal to all your Experiences, that know 
any thing of God. And Beloved, let me ask you, Do you not find 
this Devil, -this Dog of Hell, do you not find him, I ſay, tempting, 
rofſing and turning you over and over, to and again? Do you nor 
findhim larking in every corner you come in ; and laying Snares ineve- 
ry thing you. meddle with ?'Do you not find him riſing up and lying 
down with you, going ro Bed and Board with you, in Light and Dark- 
neſs, Day and Night ſtill with you? And for ſure he defigns you no 
Good; it ts your dear and precious Souls he {till aims at: The Lord 
deliver us all from his hands. . 

Bur perhaps you will lay, Alas we know by moſt woful experience, 
that all theſe things are true, and that we aredaily thus troubled with 
ths Devil upon al} Accounts ; but oh; how ſhall we do to withſtand 
and 'overcome him ? 

©I Anſwer, If you would ſtand againſt, and be ſaved from the De- 
vil, thenflee from, and renounce your ſelves, as well as him; for if 
Self be- kept alive in Your Boſomes, the- Devil will not be far from 
thence. - Both ſinful and righteous Self muſt be put off, if once. Jeſus 
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Chriſt be rightly pur on. And pray Sirs, further, have an eye to; tHe 
Son of God, our great Samſon, who is come down in arid'by the Go= 
{pel into our Philittine Land, ro marry us, notwithſtanding the oncir* 
cumcifion of our Hearrs and Natures, ro 'himleif ; whoz though thou 
canſt purno Power, Goodnefs, M-rits, nor Deterts as a Weapon into 
his Hand, will yet norwitrhitanding, by his own Almighcy Power rear 
Satan in pieces like a Kid, in his own time, as - Pal told the Romang, 
Chap. 16. 20. The God of peace *fhall bruiſe $a- an witty your feet ſhort + 
ly. Believe in the Lord your God, fo ſhall' you be eſt abliſhed, 2 Chron 
20, 20. | 

[ might now come ro ſhew you ſome of the principal Ways, Means 
and Methods which Satan takes, and makes ule of, in order to the di- 
anon, moleſting, and if it were poſſible; hindering of this happy 
Union betwixt Chriſt and Chriſtians; but Time not permicting,, I muſk 
pals that, and {o cometo rhe Fourti Thirlg premiled from the general 
Propoſition, viz. To give yon fome Cautions, in order toa timely 
prevention of the Dangers occaſioned by the aforelaid Lets; and they 
are thele that follow: And firlt, To the Righteous. 


CAUTION t. Andto fuch, Iſay; Firſt, Have's cate;' That af 
ter God in ſome mea'ure hach'come in upon yout Hearts, afd that you 
have had, as you ſuppote; fome Taſtes-of this heavenly Union; and 
are broug't not only co {ee your felves to be in Death and 'Darknels 
by Nature ; bat allo, through Mercy, to be brought into the Land of 
the Living, by Grace ; and have ſeen the Day dawn, the Shadows flee 
away, and the Day-Star of Grace ariſe in 'your hearts ,({oas thar you 
have been made to fay, The Winter i paſt, the Rain us over andigont, 
the Flowers appear on the Earth, the time of the ſinging of Birds'is come, 
and the vice of the Turtle is heard in my Sonl, laying, Ariſe my Love, 
my Dove, my fair One, and come away : 'I ay, have a care, that af- 
ter all this, the Devil meer you not, and rob you of your firſt Love : 
God is ofcentimes pleaſed to permit Satan to try his Children, Rev. 2. 
10. Th: Devil ſhall caſt ſome of tyou into priſon, that ye may be tried. 
And be fore the Devil will run atlong Rope; he will train his Com» 
miſſion'to the utmoſt \, to do you a Miſchief; and tender Grapes 
are ſoon ſpoiled : And I know the Devil will often affaulc you that are 
in 'this condition, with theſe, or the like Temptations; Oh Soul, will 
he be laying, now thy Troubles are over,and thy Dangers paſt thy Darkneſs 
1s fled away, and Light from Heaven is brokenin upon thee 5, thou — 
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ef: therefore, to take no further ors 5 4r 45 mot poſovie that thou ſhouldeſf 
; ake thine eaſe ;, for the 


exr\ or -miſcarry ; thou maiſt now ſit ſtill, and t 
time 'of tby proſperity #5 come z thou ſhalt fit as a Widow, full of ſor- 
rowino longer ;, therefore takg Courage, ( and ſurely well thou maſt ; ) 
for what 1s it that God requires #n bis Word, that thou haſt not done ? 
thou haſt mourned, prayed, repented, believed, and reformed; and s 
not this enongh ? God us none ſuch a hard Maſter : Lift up thine Eyes 
therefore, behold the World is before thee ;, Is there never an Object init 
well-pleaſing to thee? © What needeſt thou be ſo preciſe? Doſt thou not 
read of a Goſpel- Liberty ? Thou maiſt ſafely endeavour after, and de- 
light in the lawful things of this World, and yet take no harm ; wit- 
meſs many great and approved Profeſſors that ds the ſame. 


BUT Beloved, have a care of theſe and che like Temptations ; for 
asthey are of and from the Devil, ſo they rend, to your Souls raia and 
&eftruRtion : It was the great. Fault of the Galariaps,that they begar? in 
the Spirit, and ended in the Flefb, and it will be no leſs fault in you : 
And truly Saints are not diſtreſſed and troubled for a while, that io 
afterwards they may live again to the World and to themſelves; that 
is bat a counterfeit Converlion: But alas, we ſee tooamany Examples 
of: this hatare; at this day inthe VV orld 3 .many let forth fair tor Hea- 
very, in-all oyrward.appearance,, for a whilz, and. yet after yards wi- 
ther and; dry away : The Lord make all _thele, Examples as fo many 
awakening, warning Caveats.to. us, to be the more watchful ; for 
though all fleep till the Bridegroom's Voice be heard, yet woe to them 
that ſleep afterwards - Oh the many Evils occalioned by a lukewarm 
Spirit! Whois. able ro exprels them ?. But in a word, Lukewarmnelſs, 
if-ir- prevail, ſetteth open a door, forth at which all preient Enjoy- 
ments of God take their Flight, and .ia at which Satan, Sin, Death and 
Darkneſs come in. And truly, when once it comes to this, the Face 
of Heaven looks black upon ſuch a Soul: Therefore | beg of you all 
thar hear: me this day, have a care of a lukewarm Spirit 


CAUT19 N23: AgainSecandly, If you find God delivering you 
from this dangerdus Rack ot lukewarmnels, directing your Feet from 
this. dreadiul-Path, which directly leadeth down to the. Pit, fo as that 
Satin can do no! good of you here: Then have a care on the other 
and, of iplitting your ſelves upon the no leſs dangerous Rock of Hy- 
pocrifie and Self-conceitednets. And to prevent this, 
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1/t. SEE that you be found in the Faith, eſpecially in.the | 
Article of Juſtification :,, 1. Holding: Juſtification by. Faich. g., And. - 
thatgnot SubjeQtively, but ObjeQively,z not as a bare Act im.us, but 
as Beholding, Receiving, Imbracing and applying of .Jeſus Obriſk, ac+ 
corGing to that clear and moſt precious Text, Atts 1% 39. And by: 
him all that do believe, are juſtified fromall things, &c. | and, 


T : 4 3s » 
21y. BE careful to. live Holily, and as careful. rodaitfincerely, 
the Grace of God inforceth Holinels, but: hatech, Bypocriſie.;, aud: 
that. you may do this, 1/?. See that you expeQ, not that  Holinels. 
oats bring you to Chriit , but that you ſhould derive |Holinels, 
from Chriſt, veg by Faith Primarily brought unto. him. 2ly. That 
the performance of, good Daties moveth not God tojgive his Grace tor 
you, but his Grace firſt given-to you,. and wrought.in you, moveth:; 
you to, perform good Duties, if you do-them aright, brit 


31y.. THINK not that. your, love 40 God or to Goodneſs, doth 
produce love to God towards you, which was not 1 him before ; 
but contrariwiſe, that God's Love to you manifeſted and revealed in 
you, produceth and. begetteth love in you, both ro God, Goodnels,, 
and.Good Men; nay, to your very Enemies. Bat Oh-wherewith, 
ſhall ir be; lamented, that this Godly Love, which always produceth: 
Chriſtian Unity, is 1o. much wanting at this day among profeſlors.: 
But, 


4ly. IN all your oy Actings, do not, as ic were, ActforLife, or: 
that you may recetve Life; bur on the other hand ACt as from Life. 
already received from Chriſt by. Faith, and .revealed. and. wrought in 
your Hearts by the Spirit. 


LASTLY, Be not puffed up with, or by, any thing that you do,have- 
done, or can do. Oh forget it ! look over it, take Chriſt's Advice; 
let not -the left Hand know what the right Hand. deth 3 and wher 
you have dane whatloever is. commanded: you, till account your 
{Ives wnprofitable ſervants, Lutke 17.10. And- be {ure you hold faſt 
the Foundation and Corner ſtone, Chriſt Feſus ,, and bring. nothing asa 
Ground of., your Faith inco the preſence, and-before the Face of: God, 
but Chriſt and him alone. Oh oblerve the words of Luther upon, his- 
Dying Bed, which are {aid to. be his laſt words ! Says he, Chr:ft have 

I loved, 
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1 loved,, Chriſt bave 1 feared, Chriſt have .1 ſerved, Chriſt hav 
*preacben \,* in Chriſt have I believed, and unto Chriſt 1 commende 
y Sort, Beloved, here was a Bleſſed end ; here was a Comfortable 
ahd Glofious Ent: The Lord bring us all to ſuch an End for his 
Names fake. And would You come to fuch an end? then beware of 
Hypocriſie. But I haſte. A word or two moreof Caution to the 
Wicked, Sd to- I come to the Application. \# 
AND in the firſt place, if there be any Perſons among, us this 
day, that are Ighorant of, and Strangers to God, 'anid his work- 
ings upon the Souls of his People, and that are mindleſs and re- 
gardlets of God, Chriſt, the Goſpel, Heaven, and their Sbuls Sal- 
vation, living either in deſperate Wickedneſs, Moral Civility, or 
Legal Holineſs, and yet without God; Well, toall ſuch I would {ay 
Oh have a care, have a care how you dally away your precious time! 
Conſider your Souls lie at ſtake, and if your mils of Chriſt you are 
undone for ever:z remember-the Rich Man, Lake -16. who never 
lifc up his Eyes till he was in Hell. Oh eaamine before hand, what 
you will do upon your Dying Beds, when you muſt take your Leave 
of Friends and Relations, go off the Stage of this World, and” pals 
ito endleſs Eternity. Beloved, pray mind me, there is as it were 
ewo great Porters, if I may fo tpeak, which ſtand beſide the Gates 
of Death, viz. Chriſt and the Devil; Chriſt as it were or the right 
hand, -and the Devil on thelefe, -and when the Soul” 'of. a Righteous 
Man-paſles the Gates of Death, Chriſt, whole everlaſting Arms are 
ſtill ſpread under all his, with open Hearrand Hand, is there ready 
to receive him, and willnot ſuffer Satan as much as once to come 
mgh him,-but will ſay, No, Satan, the time of this Souls warfare 
is accompliſhed ; thou haſt had thy time to try and ſift him, and haſt 
cauſed him to feel many a bitter hour. of Trouble, but I who long ſince 
bought him, have ſaved him from thy Hands, and will now receive 
b:mto Glory, where thou ſhalt never trouble kim more, far precious 
ro the Lord arethe Death of all his Saints, and Bleſſed are the Dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth, for they reſt ' from their [.a- 
bonrs, Trouble and Toil, But on the other hand, when a Wicked 
Unktelicver 'dyes, and comes+'to -pals rhe Gates of Death, 'pre- 
tepily .he. falls inro the Jaws of the Dog of Hell, z.e. the Devil, 
and is caughr in the Arms of Satan, and ſo hurried down into Erter- 
pol ' Flames;. and if he cry-, Lord, ſave me; No, \aith Chriſt, 
for un thy Life time thou contemnedſt my Grace and Goſpel,and caſt off my 
Caunſel.and Keproof, thou fer light by my Death and Merits, and 
SIN would 
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mould have none of my Salvation, 1 will therefore now Laugh at thy Ca- 


lamies, and mock_ when thy Fear cometh; Depart thou from me, O 


thou Worker of Iniquity. 


O conſider this, 2l] you that forget God, and while it 1s called 
to day, and while the Door of the Bride-grooms Chamber ſtand- 
eth open, hear, fear and lay it to heart, return to the Lord, accept 
of Grace, and embrace thoſe things that belong ro'/your Peace, be- 
fore they be hid from your eycs : | For the Devil deſigns nothing 


more, than to draw you on with one Temptation or another, in 


Blindneſs and Forgetfulneſs of God, titt Death hath cloſed up your 
Eyes; and then he knows well enongh that Hell ſhall cloſe its 
Mouth on your Souls : if you miſs of Chriſt, you miſs of Heaven 
for ever. 

AGAIN, Secondly, Beware that upon your turning from your 
evil ways, you do not cloſe with a falſe Fairh in an unſound way 
ofReligion; for 1t wiil he a ſad thing if you talk your ſelves to 
Hell with heavenly Words, or go to Death and Judgment with a 
Lie in your right-hand. But may be you will ſay, But how ſhall / 
turn aright ? | anſwer, I ſhall direft you to the Lord's own counſel], 
Fer. 4.1. If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, ( ſaith the Lord) return unto me. 
Mind the words, Return unto me : It is not enongh to turn to this or 
that Man's particular Way or Form, nor to joyn to this or that 
Congregation, though never ſo pure and Apoſtotical z neither 1s iT 
enough to turn from a vain and finful, to a good and godly Life ; 
from Vices to Vertues, from evil and wicked Works, to an out- 
wardly, holy and righteous Converſation, though all theſe are good 
in their places, and always certain AdjunCts of true Chriſtianity, 
and evermore Concomitants of true Faith in all that are truly godly, 
ſo far as poſhble. 

BUT the Root of the Matter lyes in this ; a ſincere and godly 
turning to the Lord; I ſay, To the Lord; and a cloſing in the firſt 
place with Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, as our Mediator, Advocate, and 
only Saviour ; as our King, Prieſt, and Prophet ; as our Head, 
Lord, King, and Hasband, for ever. Taking him as of God, he 
is made over to ns, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanRification: aad 
Redemption ; believing that he hath bought us, and paid our Debt 
for us; that he hath acquitted us from Sin, the Law, Carſe, Death 
and Hell ; and that by h:m we are accepted of, and juſtified before 
God Almighty ; and that our Sins are laid upon him, and his 

E Righte- 
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a Righteouſneſs imputed. to us by God the Father, according to that 

” golden Text, 2 Cor. 5. 21. He hath made hi: tobe ſin for us who'knerw 
no ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him : And that 
now henceforward w= mult not live unto our ſelves, but unto him 
that hath redeemed us, .and died for us ; and that we mult fear 
him, and fervehim ; not as Slaves, but as Sons ; not for Rewards, 
but of a ready Mind, accounting it as our Meat and Drink to do the 
Will of Gad;: according to his Word, knowing that a Free-will 
Offering is only acceptable unto God. . Theſe things I commend 
to your Conſideration ; 1 would enlarge further, but that time calls 
for a Concluſion. - However take a few words of Application. 


AND firlt of all, by way of Examination. And becangwe are 
rpon a Matter of very great Importance, I delire we,may All be 
fairhful to;our own Souls herein. The feveral ParticukrSwhich I 
ſhall commend to your Confideration, by way of Eximiggaigp, are 
theſe followtng. 


Y Sex! TT. 
FIRST, Pray let us examine, Whether Samſon be comer 

to Timnath ? | mean, Whether Chriſt Jeſus be come home to our 

Hearts ? Whether he hath given an awakening and an effetua] Call, 

in and by the:Goſpel, to our Souls, which hath brorght us out of dark- = 

neſs into his marvellons light ;, and out of the Kingdom and [ erritorigs of 

Setan, Death, and Hell, into the Kinodom of his dear Son ? q 


OBFECT. But may be you will ſay, But how ſhall I know it b-- 


A NSH.To whichT Anſwer, by theſe three following Marks : 


FIRST, If $m/oz be come down to Timnath ; if Chrilt be come 
home upon your Hearts, to call your Souls home to hiniſelf, as afore.. 
{aid, then bath he given you a true fight and a ſenſe of your Phil; - 
#ipe Conditiony of your Uncircumciſed Eſtate, which you are in by 
Nature: A true.ſtght of which doth chiefly conſiſt in theſe five things. 
1/t. In being brought to ſee your ſelves to be the chief of Sinners, even 
as Paul, 1 Tim. 1.15. 2ly. In being brought to ſee the exceeding 
ſinfulneſs of this Sin wherewith you are thus polluted, Rom. 7.15 $ 
3ly.ln being made truly ſenſible of the dreadful Curſe with the which 
the Law threatens you for, and becauſe of this ſin and ſintulneſs, 
Gal.3.10. 4fy. ln being accordingly made ſenſible of your own in- 

| fufficiency, 
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ſufficiency, by any worth or merit in your own ſelves, to ſatisfic 
for the 5in, or deliver from the Curſe, whereof you are guilty;and 
with the which you are attended whiilt you are in this condition, 
5ly. In being brought to ſee at what an infinite diſtance you ſtand 
from God in this Eſtate ; and conſequently to ſee how far you are, 
iff. From Reconciliation with God ; and, 2/y. Of the CALallly; of 
your Damnation, if you be not reconciled unto God. 

SECONDLY, A Second Mark is this: If Chrift hath called: you 
to himſelf, our of darkneſs, into his moſt glorious lizht ; "then as, he 
hath let you ſee an inſafficiency i in yourſelves to ſave \ Your ſelves,ſfo.he 
hath let you ſee an All-ſufficiency in himſelf, whereby you are brought 
to underſtand, that though you be wholly loſt in your ſelves, yes 
that there 1s afull-and abſolute poſhbiJity of your veing both NED 

ed and ſaved in and by Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that deſpairing in the] if 
place of all power, peace and- {:; fery without Griſt, you may bs 
brougMt wholly and alone to confide in Chriſt for the ſame : And 

Þ. Is a ſure and moſt hap DPY Condition, and I beſeech you be 

tous In the Examination 0 

8 ND, Laſtly, The Third and laſt Mark is this : If Chriſt hath 

you home to himſelf,as aforeſaid ; then are your ſelves become 

Flrchen ro your ſelves, and you find your greatelt Encmies to be 
then of your own Houſe, which makes you call and cry day and 
hour unto the Lord your God to help, uphold and ſtrengthen you 
agaihſt Self, and all its Aſſiitants ; that ſo being freed from the ſame, 
you may be given up wholly to Chriſt Jeſus, both in Faith and 

Praftice ; which is a Condition moſt deſirable to all true Chriſtians, 

though God knows too many Profeſſers at this day are ſtrangers to 

the ſame. 

SECONDLY, A Second thing which I would have you to examine, 
is, Wherher this young Lion, the great Oppoſer of Chriſt, viz. Satan, 
be deſtroyed and ſlain, yea or no ? 


OBFECT. But may be you will ſay, Haw ſpat I know that ? 


AN SW. 1f this young Lion be ſlain ; I mean, If Satan be, over-, 
come'in and upon your account, then you may knoyp, it ig ſome | 
meaſure by theſe following things. 


FiTST, If Satan be thus overcome; then you are made ſenſible. 
that it was not' you, but another upon your account, that did thus 
E 2 oVer- 
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overcome him,. even Chriſt Jeſus; and ſo conſequently, that not to 
you, but to him belongs al} rhe Glory for evermore. 

' SECONDLY, If Satan be thus overcome by Chriſt Jeſus, in you, 
and for you, then are you abundantly troubled for that you can no 
more love, and give Praiſe to Chriſt Jcſus for the ſame ; for Bz- 
loved, I am very mach ſatisfied, that ic is one of the greateit Trou- 
bles that a true Child of God meets wichall, even becauſe he hnds 
himſelf no more forward in loving and praiſiag of Jeſus Chriſt for 
all his Gifts, Favours and Mercies : Yea, und truly I hope there is 
- fome among vs this day, whole Minds and Spirits have been greatly 

burthened many a time, becauſe they could deny themſelves no 
more, and eſteem. of Chriſt no better in Matters of this nature : 
And pray note it, It is a good ſtgn of a Chriſtian, in whomſoever 
theſe Thoughts do refide ; for Self-Love, Pride, and Spiritual Am- 
birton, is of all things moit contrary to God, and deſtructive ro 
Godlinefs. 

BUT, Third!y and Laftly, If Satan be thus overcome in you, and 


upon your account ; then are you in ſome degree united and mar- 
ried to Jeſus Chrilt. 


OBJECT. Bat may be you will ſay, Bar kow ſhall I kzop whether 
I b:'ſo Marricd 10 Feſus Chriſt or no ? 


" ANSW. To which I anſwer : If you be Marricd to Jeſus Chriſt, 
then it will appear in theſe following things. 

'FIRT, You will have a higher Eſteem of Jeſus Chiilt, than of 
atty thing elſe whatſoever : Yea, he will be to you rhe chicfeſt among 
ten thoeſand, even. altogether lovely ;, ſo that you will be brought to 
think one day ia his Conrts better ſpent than a thouſand elſewhere. 

«SECONDLY, You will think every hour a lott hour, that is 
not ſpent in the fellowſhip of his Love, and enjoyment of his Pre- 
ſence ; yea, and often will you be bewailing your ſelves, that you 
have ſpent ſo much, time without the ſame; crying out unto. Gad 
after this manner, 'and faying, O Lord, how many a day and hour 
have I ſpent in wickedneſs and vanity, without eicher ſecing or 
enjoying thee ! O my God ! which now accaſioas abundance of trou- 
ble'to my Soul, even when I confider ir. 

THIRDLY, You will think your ſelves Loſers by all things you 
receive, in which you receive not Chriſt Jeſus. Then it will not 
ſatisfie you to have Lands and Livings, Gold and Silver, Wife and 
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Children, unleſs you have Chriſt too : Neither will it ſatisfie you to 
enjoy Golpel-Priviledpes, and Gracious Opportuni: ies, unlels you 
enjoy and poſlels Jeſus Chriſt in all and every ot thoſe thirgs; for 
no Wite that ſincerely loveth her Husband, doth ever acconnt her 
ſelf happy in the enjoyment of any thing wherein the doth not enjoy 
her Husband ; even lo in like manner God's dear Children are not 
content with any thing that they do poſſeſs or enjoy, wherein they 
do not poſſeſs and enjoy Jcfus Chriſt : And Oh, Sirs ! let me freely 
ſpeak it, theſe Pertons are not content with Gitts, no, not with 
heavenly Gifts, without the Giver. Do they come to hear Sermons ? 
{til}! rhey are ſearching for God's Power and Preſence in and under 
the ſame, or elſe they are not contenred. Do they Pray, Read, or 
Receive the Szcraments ? Well, ſtill ir is the ſame ; all things with- 
out God are nothing in their eitcem. ahedica 

FOURTHLY, If you be thns Married to Jcſus Chriſt, then 
are you ſoon aware of any tning that doth interpole berwixt Chriſt 
and your Souls; yea, it a Cloud do but come over the Face of 
the Sin of Righteouſneſs, fo as to darken the Glorious Light 
thereof in your Souls, then are you quickly ſenſible of it. And 
if that this Cloud reinain upon the Face of the Son of God, Chrift 
Jeſus, ſo as that Spiritual Darkneſs do long continue in and up- 
on your Souls, O how often are you then enquiring, and faying, 

na why doth he hide his Face from me ! and why is his Chariot- 
wheels {o long in coming ! | 

FIFTHLY, If you be thus Married and United to Jeſus Chriſt 
our Spiritaal Samſon, you are very Earneſt in the promoting of 
Chriſts Giory. O when you hear Perſons giving Glory to fleſhly 
Wiſdom, Humane Learning, Natural Abilities, Moval Civility, 
or any thing of the like Nature, which ſeemeth to leſſen or de- 
rogate from the Glory of Chriſt Jeſus, O how near doth this come 
home to your Heart; for better a great deal a true Chriſtian en- 
dure to hear themſelves laid low, and trampled in the Duſt ; yea, 
and accounted as bad, nay worle than nothing, than to hear Je- 
ſus Chriſt abaſed and ſet below his place ; O this cuts them to the 
very Heart ! 

SIXT HLY, If thou be Married to Jeſas Chriſt, then: it is 
thy Hearts deſire to walk in all his Ways, and in all things to con- 
form to his Will and Pleaſure. A Tender and Loving Wife ta- 
keth more pleaſure in doing and obſerving her Husbands Will and 
Pleaſure than her own; So in like manner Chriſts Church and Peo- 
| ple 
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ple do moſt heartily deſire to do Chriſts Will 
IT 25 their meat and drink to do the ſame. 

SEVENTHLY and laſtly, 1f thou be married to Jeſus Chriſt, 
then art thou oftentimes in Great Trouble that thou canſt keep 
no more faithful and true to him than thou doſt ; yea and how ot- 
ten art thou taking occaſion, from the obſervation of thy own 
weaknels and proneneſs to backſlide from God, to deteſt and ab- 
borre chy ſelf, to lay thy hand upon thy mouth, to admire Gods 
unſpeakable Love,and to cry out with theChurch in the Lamentations, 
Ch. 3-22. It is of the Lords mercics that we are not conſumed, becauſe his 
compaſjions fail not, And hence it cometh to paſs that the conti- 
nual Cry of thy Soul is, Not unto me. not unto me, but unto Samſon, 
even Chriſt my Lord and Husband, be all the praiſe and glory for ever 
and ever. 

MANY more things I might propoſe to your Conſideration, to 
be Examined by you, but time being ſpent 1 omit them, and ſhall 
only add two words more, and ſo draw to a Concluſion. And the 
firſt word is by way of Terror to the Wicked, who neither are 
Married, nor deſirous to be Married to Jeſus Chriſt. And the Se- 
cond is by way of Comfort, to all ſuch as apprehending themſelves 
to live in the Land of the Philiſtines, afar off from God, do long, 
breath, groan, pray, ard moſt earneſtly deſire to be brought nezrer 
_. =o wholly joyned with Jeſus Chriſt as their Lord and Hus- 

nd. 


; yea, and account 


I begin with the firſt, viz. ſuch as neither are Marricd nor deſi- 
rous to be married to Jeſus Chriſt: And to all ſuch | ſay, that it 
had been better for them that they hed never been born, than 
tat they ſhould live and dye without Jeſus Chriſt; better had it 
becn, that their bodily Eyes had never ſeen the Sun in the Firma- 
ment, than that their Souls Eyes ſhould not fee the Son of God in 
the Goſpel : Better had it been that ſuch had never had a being in 
this World, than that they ſhould have an Eternal being without 
Carilt in another World : O Dear Friends, 1 would be 'plain with 
you, 2nd pray mind what 1 ſay, 4s the Tree falls, ſo tt lyes;, no 
Converſion in the Grave. True, the Grave may be as a Bed to 
re& in, hat it will not, ir cannot bEasa Shop to Trade in, There- 
tore let O!d and Young, Rich and. Poor, that hear me this day, 
be adviſcd to torn to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. And 
Sirs, :if you do bat come by/a true and fincere-Faith to Jay hold 
oa Jeſus Chriſt ia Sigcerity; fear not but it ſhall] be well with 


you 
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on to Eternity. And in your turning to God, beware of this, 
hat your outward Appearance as to Livres and Converſatious, do 

not go before or without your Hearts inward Inclinations : 

And further, have a care of ſeeking affer God in another way 

than he himſelf hath appointed. Confider, that not in the way 

of Works, but in the way of Faith we are to meet with, live and 
walk with Jeſus Chrilt, for rhe Fuft ſhall live by Fanrh. And pray 
note it, it is #9 every one that cryes Lord, Lord, 154: ſhall enter into' 
the Kinadom of Heaven ;, b<cauſe all that profeſs the Name of 

Chriſt, have not Hearts endued with fincere Love to Chriſt ; and' 

I muſt tell you, that a ſanAified Heart is better than a Silrer 

Tongue, and a heart full of Grace is much better than a head full 

of Notion. Ard certain It is, that you may pretend ro be Gods Ser- 

vants, when you are not his Sons; but undoubredly, if you be 
his Sons you will be his Servants, not by conſtraint, or for Rewards, 
but moſt freely, and with a ready mind : And one word further 

I delire to commend to you, and I defire you to obſerve it : 

A Man may ſeem a Chriltian, and not be ſo: bur if a Man be a 

Chriſtian, he muſt of neceſlity ſeem fo. 

AND ſol come to the laſt Uſe, which is a word of Comfort to 
all Tuch, as apprehending themſelves to live in the Land of the Phi- 
liſtines, I mean afar off from God, do long, breath, groan, pray, 
and molt earneſtly defire to be brought nearer to, yea, and whol- 
ly to be joynzd with Jeſus Chrilt, as their Lord and Husband : 
And to all ſuch I would ſay, fear not, for your Redeemer liveth, 
and the moſt holy One of //racl will be your Refuge. He that is the 
God of Glory, and that inhabits Eternity, can and will help all 
that love him, fear him, truſt in him, and depend upon him. 

OBY. But perhaps thou wilt ſay, Trae, 1 dclire, yea and that 
with all my Heart, fo far as Il know it, to be made one with, and 
Married unto Jeſns Chriſt : But the Devil, this roaring Lyon, of 
whom you have ſpoken, doth ſo withſtand and oppoſe me herein, 
that | am afraid that what I delice herein can never be effected : 
Sarely never Poor Soul was ſo tempted with, and oppreſſed by 
Satan as I am. 

TO which I Anſwer, Poor Soul, thou feeleſt no Mans burthen 
but thy own, neither doth Satans Temptations to another trouble 
thee, but do but thou ask another in thy Condition, and he will tell 
thee that he is tempted even by Satan as thou—But may be thou wilr 
ſag, But 1 think there 1s none in ſuck a Condition as I am. To 
which 


which | anſwer, Why, 
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what a State art thou in? Well, perhaps 
thou wilt ſay, Firſt, I am full of Sin, and fintul pollations, and fo 
conſequently more abominable in my ſelf than a Toad: So thar 
when | come before Chriſt Jeſus to beg Mercy and Acceptance, 
alas, | ſee that I deſerve none. And beſides, when I come | have 
almoſt always the Devil to bear me Company, on purpoſe to pre- 
vent my embracing of, and being joyned unto Jeſas Chriſt, and 
therefore ſurely never Perſon was in my Condition : To which 1 an- 
{wer, Alas poor Soal, thou art quite miſtaken, for there is nor a 
true Chriltian, but is in the ſame Condition leſs or more, yea, I my 
ſelf could tell thee the ſame Story, and mach more; yea, and that 
by woful Experience : But however, for thy better fſatisfation 1 
ſhall commend to thee an Example from the Scripture. See Zech. 
3-1,2, 3-,and note it well; faith the Prophet there, He (ſpeaking 
of God) ſhewed me Joſhua the High Prieft ſtanding before the Angel of 
the Lord, and Sitan ſtood at his right band to reſiſt bim : And ſaith 
the Text, Joſhua was cloathed with filrby Garments, and ſtood before the 
Angel. -— Now Joſbua in this place is a Figure of the Church, and 
the Angel of Chriſt. The Text therefore teacheth us thas much, 
That when the whole Church in general, or any Member in par- 
ticular, do come before Jeſus Chriſt, in order to Juſtification 
and Salvation in and by him, then and at that time they come clad 
with filthy Garments, fo undeſerving of acceptance; and alſo have 
the Devil tobear them company, in order to the preventing of their 
either joyning with or conhding in Jeſus Chriſt as their Lord and 
Yomned, accordingly as thou fſaylt of thy felf, (> thou art nor 
alone in this Condition : But pray mind how 7oſbzah in this Eſtate 
was freed, reſcued anddelivered both from his filthy Garments, and 
alſo from the Devil : See the third and fourth verſes, Chriſt firſt 
rebuked Satan, and then cauſed Foſha's filthy Garments to be 
taken away, Cloathing him himſelf with changes of Raiment ; and 
as he did to Joſhna, fo will he do to thee, if thou believe bur in 
him. Bur perhaps thou wilt ſay, Nay, but lam Poor, Barren and 
Uufinitful : 1 anſwer, Even ſo do all God's $% on jadge themſelves 
tobe; they are crying out of rheir Leanneſs daily and hourly, an1 
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thiak with arid of themſelves, That rhey do nothing for God ; hut 
though they think thus of themſelves, yer God thinks otherwile. 
And indeed this I have obſerved over and over, That the Godly 
have ſtill ſaci low Thoughts of themſelves, and are baſe in their 
own E,es; wiereas the wicked, on tne other hand, are proud and 
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lifted up, and have high thoughts of the ſely t ſeet 
our Saviours Words, That both the Righteons WEthe Wicke 
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have the ſame thoughts each of themſel > Jud gmentaday.. See.” 
Mat. 25. from 31. to the end, wher tells the Righteous, ©. 
That they had fed him, cloathed. and {. But they cry. | 


out, Lord, when did we ſo and ſo? Alas! 


*Rotice of their | 
good doings : Well, but Chriſt did. Oh. ble rof 


rs! it is to 


be feared there is too few ſuch at this days zolt. are looking | 
upon- what they. are, have, know, and dog Oh ! this ſpoils, © 


Religion, puffs up with Pride, and undoes Soul. Butt 
Righteous cry out, When ſaw we thee hungry, fick, or in Priſon, and 
did theſe things unto thee ? But now mark when he turns him to the 
Wicked, ſaying, / was ſo and ſo, and yet ye did not ſuch and ſuch 
things unto me ; They anſwer, Lord, when ſaw we thee ſo and ſo, and did: 
not theſe things unto thee ? Alas ! Blind Souls, they had deluded them-; 
ſelves with the doing of this and that all their Life time, when as 
they had done nothing in God's account; foraſmuch as they had 
not Believed on the only begotten Son of God; for not Doing 
but Believing brings the Soul to Jeſus, and ſo to Truth aad 
Holineſs inand by him. Oh that Profeſſors would ſeriouſly weigh 
theſe things! But, alas! few do. But however, when the Lord 
ſhall pour forth more of his Spirit according to his Promiſe, upon 
his People, then ſhall they be brought to this. F 
AND now, Dear Friends, Time and Strength being gone, I ſhall 
conclude, commending you to our Heavenly Samſon, even to him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs 
before the Face of our Fathers Glory, with exceeding Joy: _ To 
whom be aſcribed endleſs Praiſe through Infinite Ages. Amen. 


CONSIDER what you have heard, and the Lord give you Un- 
derſtanding in all things. 


24> o 
A \ %" 6 , 
n LEY 
K 1 


$2 55 


#5} 
7," 
vil 
bs 1 


: . y 12 ” =— ” 

-" F _ , . - 

JL "IF £3 
” ia,” C 


ball.” at the Bible in 
Fa. he Ss | h 


- 
A'a+i. 
AT 
» 
A 


_ 
the late Reverend Dr. John Owen. 


s Exp the whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in 4 Vol... 
"XL 4 with Exerctaſgons Toncerning the Meſſiah z, wherein the: 
© Promiſes concerning Mtn*t@be a Spiritual Redeemer of Mankind, 
are'explained and vite ered ; His Comming and Accompliſhmenr 
of his*Work according to the Promiſes, is proved and confirmed. 
ie Perſon, or who he is, declared. The whole Oeconomy of the 
M&ficaP Law, Rites, Worſhip, and Sacrifices, is explained. And 
in all;'the Doctrinc of the Perion, Office, and Work of the Meſſiah, 
is opened : The Nature and Demerit of the firſt Sin is unfolded : 
The Opinions and Traditions of the Ancient and Modern Fews are 
examined : Their Objections againſt the Lord Chriſt and the Goſpel 
areanſwered : The Time of the Coming of the Mgſiab is ſtated ; 
and the great fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, vindicated. Foljo, 


2, A Diſcourſe concerning, the Holy Spirit, : Wherein an Account 
is given of his Name, Nature, Perſonality, Diſpenſation, Operations 
HF ERS. His whole Work in the Old and New Creation is ex- 
plained : The DoQtrine concerning vindicated from Oppolitions.and 
Reproaches:: The Nature alſo and Neceflity of Goſpel Holingſ/z the 
Difference between Grace and Morality, or a Spiritual Life unto 


Ga\1 in Evangelical Obedjence, and- a Courſe of Moral Vertues, | are+:, 
ſtated and declared. Folio. high; hs; 


Books in Quarto, writtcn by the ſame Author. 


I. He True Nature of a Goſpel Church and its Government : Where- 
T in theſe following Particulars are diſtin&tly handled. I. The 
ſubje& Matter of the Church. II. The formal Cauſe of a particu- 
lar Church. III. Of the Polity, Rule or Diſcipline of the Church 

in Feneral. 1V. The Officers of the Church. V. The Duty of Pa- 
 ſtorsof Churchs. VI. The Office of Teachers in the Church. VII. Of 
* the Rule of the Church, or of Ruling Elders. VIII. The Nature 


of 


« Chr T and Men. Wich the | 
1 God inthe Contrivance andic 
the Groands and Reaſoineof his: Incat | 
niſtry in" Heaven, the Preſent State: © 
and the Ule of his Perſon in RO 
dication of the. Honour, Worthip, _ | oven Obit 
unto him. in and ow the Cherchs, | [©41iy,;; 5; 455507 Tt 
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Ts Nature of Apaſtaſic from "the Profelle of: che a> oy vr 
the. Puniſhment of: Apaſtates declares; in; vo :xpoht oe. 
Heb. 6..4,5,46. With an Enquiry! int thacGanler and 


the Decay.of the Power bf BietlgtonitAbe W auld 
general Defe(tion from the "Truth, 


Goſpcl. Alſo; 'af the Rraoneneſh;lof  /Chanchtsal 
ſorts unto Apoltaſic, With/Remediesand Mear 


Exercitations concerning the Name, Ori inal Nat 
Continuance of a Day of Sacred Ref. th 
Sabbath, from the Foundation of eWorld,” I 
Fourth "Commandment, with the Change the''s | 
enquired into. Together with an Aſſertion of the Divine” Tt 23 
tion of the Lords Day, and PraQtical DireCtions for it's duc. Obſer-- 
yation. | 

The Nature, Power, Deceit, and Prevalency of the n: 
of Indwelling-Sinin Believers. Together with the ways of i A work- 4 
ing, and Means of Prevention. Opened, _ evinced and, PI yed,,,. bf 
with a Reſolation of ſundry. Caſes of 'Conſciences thereunto ap-* 
pertaining. | 

A Vindication of ſome Paſſages i in a Diſcourſe concernin ; Com- 
munion with God, from the Exceptions of Bas, Sherlp 
tor of St; George Borolph- -lane, | 
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